
In tho Council Chambers of the_ 
ML1niciral Guildir1g on ~lond2y, 
August 28) 1972) at 9~JS p.n:.~ E.S.T. 
l"he Snecial Session of the Co1nmon 
Council called by Cou11~ilmer1 8ehe11, 
Fi}c and Towe.il, to diSCtlSS th2 i1rooose<l 
Park Band issue. · 

fv!embers P~'eser t: 
James Ackel·x~n, Richard Behen, Hubert 
Du v i 5 , Br 1 ;;:_ n Dr St . Cr o i x ~ Vl a _y n 2 F i.:x ~ 
Jack M01·riscn, Alf~sd ·rowel1, Cha~lst 
Zietlo»1. 

Mernber·:. Absent.: 
out of t~·11.,:n. 

Sh et' \Iii n M ·i z e 1 1 vr J :; 

FrJ.;1cis !1 1cC'los~e.~/ 1 Ma_yor; La·:·r,y 
O't'-iens~ _City· P, 1.:t::irn·e_y;. Bil J Hilson, 
Director uf Parks and Recr0ation; 
Tim Hod~nfield, Assistant -to the 
B t:J a rd of Pub l i c \0 o t" k ~~ ; Gr iJ. c ,-.: 
Johnso~, Ci Clerk. 

SPEClAL SESSIOii 
c:o1.111c11Jcc urrcn:-
cTrr·or-st:oolTT NG r o N , 
-I i'l [fl I~ !l. ------·--

ROLL C.l\LL 

CITY OFFICI.l\LS PRESENT ------------·----------

COUYJ(:'!linc.n T'<J~··,'011 eX[)·lD.'illed v1hy th'.~ SiJ2Cial 
meeti~g of the Commun Counci1 was ca11ed. He 
said thnt \\iher: Bil'l Hi'lson~ Di!"ect·or· of Parks 
and Rec~eatior~ carne before the Cou11cil in April 
asking fnr the Co0ncil ·to author·ize him to 60 
ah ea c; · v.: i th pet i ti on s 2.i. n d pub l ·Jc hear i n q s on - th<-: 
park bond issue 5 the CouGcil t1a~ reservations 
a. bo u i- ·:-1·~ ,"":, t 0 :1 ""tr\, c "l ' 1 b r:o ,, t· Co ~1r er:~ nrn :··,e~ .. t '! be i r:g '" ,,,.__ '-'·~ ... 1_, ~1 -'·'-" ·' • .. ~ 1 '--· r·'-'r··-·) · '', 

oar·t of that. ~le said that at that_ Cot1ncil meeting, 
it v1&s the understandinq of the Counc·r] i"ler:1L~i:rs 
that tt;e mcnev was to g6 fa~ .. a golf course in 
general anci not ·for any particu1ar golf course and 
the C~ty w2s i;o look for the best af any alternatives 
avai1~b12. Councilman Towell sAys that he has since 
~ea~n?d tl1at.·th~~ }~ n?t possiD!~ ~1th 1:h!~ kind of 
oGna issue~,-~·chat: tn1s is a BeneT·Jc·:ai Pub11c Works 
Bond Issue wt1icl1 ~;ea~s that the soecific public works 
must be listed wit!1 a legal description of each 
J.n..'f:,- -··~r,,~-i., . ...,._, r- ~-a 1"'o··-tcd ll:i <:: •' th·ot ~.) e: i \Jr e _-., 1 :J r, (_, .. t.: , es .... ct n d--.. co , 1 ..... "" . ~ • n ~" ..; a i o 1 c-1 

this nieans that t!1rre was never any possibility 
of having a general golf course category on the 
bond issue ~nd th0t 1:!1e Council was mislead. 

He said th~t since th~n) events have octurred 
which hav2 1ed s2Vera? memb2rs of the Council to 
hav~ serio!JS questions ~bout the adv~sabi1ity of 
the Country Clilb golf cout'5e as a golf course, 
given the development that has been pro-posed for 
1:he area; ar1d as to the approp~iateness of using 
tax_funjs ~o e~p_the Country Club people start 
the~r new tnc l~t1es. 

He said that wheri the Council Men1bers have voiced 
these con~erns they t;ave never had any evidence 
that t~e Park Board or the park admi~istrators 
have looked e·t ar1y a1ternatives, have explored other 
possihi'Jities for providing a golf course~ nor· have 
t Cf~'I cee·~ d- f',H "Y'Q(]'"CC'~ on a' te1'~"t1"vo J(('.Ot' f°"'"' +be· .l .:J' .;:i .\i •-j f.J, ,,! C...>.J '' ( .• _ •1~4 - '- '"'~l'--~ , C•! \..-,1 -

park bo~d issue SL!Ch as block parks, etc. 
, 

Councilmai1 Towell sa~d that fron1 the reoor·ts of the 
recet1t Park Board meeting that appeared ir1 the paper, 
he got the irr1oressio11 that some m9mbers- of the Park 
Board felt th2y would just go out and beat the 
Council on signatures~ ~s a respo11se to Councilman 
De St. Cro~x 1 s expression of oossible Council opposition 
to the golf course. Councilman Towell said that at 
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that point he felt that any ~utho~i~ation the 
Counci ·1 had made to proceed ;-i-i th the b·Jnd ,~ ssue 
should be withdrawn until there is a chance for 
more communication between ti1es0 ·two narts of the 
City qovernment. He said he and two other 
cou~cllmen theriefore called a srec1a] meeting oF 
tho Council to 'bring up a res:-iluti·Jn expressing 
the i r di s pl ea s 0 re w i th the b c :1] ~ s :o :k 'ls present l y 
dra.\-0111 up. Coudcilinan To1°1ell ~~r~·id that r1e has 
since been assured that the 1·e1r~r~s ~c interpreted 
in tt1is belliq~rent way were taken oJt of context 
and in fact th~t was n~t what ~as 'ntended. 

Councilman Tow~Tl said tl1at, n2ve1·tneless, he feels 
that the Council hD.s been p11 hi " position, ur.1es$ 
it takes some action, of hav nq c:onsiderable work 
done on a peti.tion for a bor issue which we do not 
fully support nor understand tne justification for 
and then have to say yes or not after considerable 
work on petitions ho.s been done. He said he would 
like to indicate in some wav ~t this time his bother 
and confusion about the bon~ issue as it is 11resently 
being discussed. 

Councilman Towell sa d he would like the Council to 
vote on some motion o withdraw su~nort until 
further justification has been made of a golf course, 
or bloc~ parks or some other use o~ $150,000 of that 
bond issue. 

Councilman Towell moved that Resal~tion No. 72-51 
be introduced and read by the Clerk. Cctincilman 
Behen seconded the motion. The motion was car1·ied 
by a voice vote. 

Amy Mann read Resolution No. 72-51. 

Councilman Towell moved that Reso ution No. 
72-51 be a11prcved. Councilman Se en seconded the 
motion. 

Councilman rowell said that the onlv reason for 
taking formal action was that it se~ms that the 
Council's reservations have not n1ade any difference 
at all. He said that he wo~ld welcome any otner 
weaker motion in place of this resolution if it 
would carry the same effect, 

Councilman De St~ Croix 2sked r1r. Wilson, Director 
of Parks and Recreation, what alternative plans have 
been laid out for the cark bond Issue at this point. 
Mr. Wilson said that he did not think they could 
really say what alternative plans have been laid out 
until they can see what was reauestcd last Sunday 
(August 27) at a meeting several Council members had 
with Mr. Wilson. He said he did rat think the Council 
had been ~islead because other areas have been 
investigated. He said the farm northwest of the 
area in auestion was looked at but because of the 
rock co~ient it is not acceptab 1 e. He said that he 
thinks that every tiine this is~ue has been discussed 
by the Park Board, some men1ber of the Council has been 
present; in addition, he said there have been meetings 
requested by the Council. He said that when he met 
with the Council on August 27, with Dr. Jim Howard, 
the Council instructed him to pr8cecd with the 
recommendation that a mac be drawn with the exact 
boundaries of the area that would he given to the 
City as part of that golf ccurse. He said lie thought 
that the area that had been LUt off was done with 
the recom~e11da·tion of the Co~rcil. 
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In response to a ~uestion from Councilman 
O~ St. Croix~ Mr. Wilson said that the 11onroe 
Co;J11ty Poor Farm has also been under· ccntinuaus 
discussion 9· although the Park Board did not 
feel i.t was a goo~ sit~. 

In r.esponse to a ouestion ·f'ror:·t Co ncilma·n 
De St. Croix~ >~r. }J-f'isoll said t~"id ~ :vr~s he did 
h3VA some alternative plans ·for·~ i1i2ation of 
those fund s for n e -; q h b or hood p a:-~r ks c Y'' 01 o c. k pa. r ks . 
He :aid he thought they could w~rk GD a listing 
for the Council but that these WGL!ld not be 
true facts u~til they can have the prenerties 
·i rivest·i :~;·a-tr:cj fer cost and appra i ~e-d ~ 

Council~an De St. Croix said that he has asked 
Mr . Hi ·1 s c n arid the Pres -; dent of t.·h e Pa. r k Bo a rd , 
several times, that before the Counc"il is asked 
to cons1der the park bond issue, they have before 
them in black and white this kind of alternative. 
Mr. Wilson said these have not been presented to 
the Council because the Park Board has not gotten 
that far yet. He said that the first step is 
a declaratory resolution by the Park Board to 
accept the projects for the petitic11 and that 
the Board has not gotten to this step because 
the projects have not been firalized. 

Councilman De St. Croix said that it appear2d to him 
tha,t the re!nrjinder of the bend issue ·\s --beinq used 
as a lever to oet the Council to accent ·the golf 
course propert;. Mr. Wilson sairl ttia~ this was not 
the case, ·t\·iat no lever, in any form or m-eans has 
been submitt~d to the Council. Mr. Wi'!son said that 
he t:)ouoht it is in tl~e record of the Park Board 
meeting~ tl1at anv time before the oetitions are 
started the Cnun;.::-il .feels that o.n.v' on,;:; item of this 
needs to be removed in order to make tho rest of 
it success·fL11, tt1e Pai~k Board is will ta do this. 

Councilman D.e St. Croix said that he was not questioning 
the coope~~-ti·o~ the Council has had ir1 any n1eetings 
witt1 the representatives of the Parks Department. 
He said that he and other members of the Council have 
repeatedly asked for specific rletailed recommendations 
and an alternative p1an for utilization of that 
partier of the Par~ Board b0nding for neighborhood 
parks and block parks. He said that the Council 
has not yet received this and that tl1e Council could 
not make a decision until such alternative plans are 
received. ~!e said that before he co11ld. make a fair 
decision on the total merit of the bond issue, he 
needs facts presented as to what could be acquired 
in the way of neighborhood and block parks with that 
portion of the Park Bond fund. 

Mr. Wilson said that before they can tell the Council 
what is available for $650,000, they have to have the 
lands a~oraised. Mr. Wilson said they do have a list 
of possible sites for block and neighborhood parks, 
but that he did not want to even furnish this list 
to the Council until he is sure of wh~t the costs 
involved a1·e. He said that thi~ would b~ wasting 
the Co1111cil 's time. He said thev would have the 
Cour1cil approve the projects bef;re the Board's de
clarator·v resolution which leaallv 'kicks-off'' the 
bond iss~e petitions. 1n res~ons~ to a question from 
Councilman De S~. Croix, Mr. Wilsnri said that if the 
Council were to ~end the proposed bond issue back 
because, ~n its final form, the golf course property 
proved unacceptable, it would probably be another 
30 to 60 day delay to bring it back with alternatives 
substituted~ 
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Councilwoman Zietlow said thut si1~ s11oke with 
!1r. Regester, Corporate Couns.c1 en t~ie qLiestion 
of having two separate bond issuPs. She said it 
was nis opinion that this would maks it difficult 
to sell either one of the bonds, that it would 
indicate confusion on the part cf tf·s City, and 
that it would probably increase th0 inte~est or each 
of the issues. 

Councilman De St. Croix said tha In every meeting 
he has had with Mr. !Dlcott, f'r0s de1;1' cf the P;:irk 
Board, Mr. llcott has indi~at2d ha~ he is willing 
to go along with whatever the Council req~ests in 
regard to the bond issue. 

Mr. Wilson said that the Counc l has asked to see 
what kind of a golf course cou d he laid out on 
the property in questio~ and that t~e developers, 
~t their expense, are having e golf cou1·se architect 
draw up a plan for eighteen holes. The developer 
said that everything over anci beyond the 80 acres 
they will make as a donation to the Clty, free of 
charge, which could be used as appraise~ value for 
matching funds to develop the other nine. 

Mr. Wilson said at any time the Council w&nts to 
drop any oortion of the proposed bend issue, the 
Parks Department will cooperate. He said that he 
did think that for the $150,000 p11rc:1ase price the 
City would be getting a very geed return on the 
investment. 

In response to a question from Co11ncilwoman Zietlow, 
Mr. Wilson said that an eighteen··hold golf course 
usually requi1·es about 120 acres, ~hat it could be 
done on 100, tl1o~gh 100 acres would,m~ke 1t a little 
tight. 

Mr. Wilson said that it is not the intent of the Park 
Board to get anybody off the hook or to help the 
Country Club establish a new cours~. He said that 
it was the intention of the ParK Board and the 
Parks Department were primarily and secondarily and 
totally interested in what they can provide at the 
best economical cost for this community through 
this bond issue. 

Councilman Fix asked that every encouragement be 
given to the architect and develooer to not disturb 
the present golf course. Mr. Wilson said they would 
be happy to call a meeting of the Council committee 
to look at the plan when it comes ir and if they are 
not happy with it, the who1 e thing vii 11 be thought out. 
Mr. Wilson said he would suggest to the developer 
that the present course not be distu1·bed tomorrow 
(August 29) so that the preliminary drawings could 
take this into account. 

In response to a question from Counciln1an Fix, Mr. 
Wilson said that once the first sianature is obtained 
on the bond issue petition, nothin~ cl~ be changed 
on the bond issue. He said that this is why they will 
come In and talk to the Council once tney have put 
the proposal together, before the Pa~k Board makes the 
declaratory resolution that starts the bor:d issue 
petitioning. 

Councilman Fix said. that he thought that the main 
concern of the Council was that they want to really 
know what the alternatives are before the first 
signature is put on the petition. Mr. Hilson said 
that there wo.uld be no problem whatsoever with this. 

Councilwoman Zietlow raised the questio~ as to 
whether the resolution would have a detrimental 
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effe:t on ·ttie br1n(I issue if the ~eso1~1tion 
is pAs~ed. Larry Ov1eris, City A to~ne_y said that 
by itself the resolution pr·obab .v :~01;1d kill 
the bor1d issue but rriur to se1 1n0 t~~2 bondss 
the Couricil has to oass an ot·di11ante anci ti1at 
ordin~nce would c0tr~teract a11y 11:3gative effect 
of the resolution. 

Councilman Davis said tt1at reso1.ut on No. 72-51 
does not exprc'.3s his opinion at -_t.ri s o,.1o·int 0,r1d he 
does not fee1 the need· fr,r it. He said he felt that 
Mr. Wilson has been saying all along that if the 
Council is uncomfortable wlth the oolF course, they 
will remove it from the bond issile. He said that if 
that is wl1at the Council wants to say, he will 
say just that and he said !1e would be willing to 
sav that. He said that he thouQh wt16t was said 
b.\t~ the Council Sunde~)' evening h12s tf..ctt ihe_y are 
ve1·y uncomfortable with the golf cour5e at this 
point ari~ that short of some very -gcod fllans 
( thou g.h >not n e c es sari 1 y· de ta i 1 c d ) , t h CJ! v; o u 1 d 
'.'lot be·_-i:{b"le to go Y.Jith i·t. He :,aid ht~ v:-3.s v1i1lin~:! 
to v.1 a rt--· u n ti l those p 1 ans co n1 e · ~ n a tJ d then e v a 1 u ate 
the golf course. But he said that ne is hesitant 
and th:; n ks th r2 rt~ i s a very go c d ch r1 n cc the Co u n c i l 
n1ay svy they will not go with t~1e (:()Ui1tt~y Club 
arid i·f there J-r~ no alterr1atives t:~en that \1ould 
mean that portie~ of the bond issue would not be 
used. 

Co u n c "i ; man De St. Croix s a i C t ii -3 t he v•o u 1 d l -i k e 
for the process of developing alternatives to be 
carried out informally so that if the Co~ncil decides 
not to go with the golf courses all t~iat would need 
to be done would be t0 carry out thf ior·r~al, l29al 

" .~ Y' n . .... t 0 f rf "\! ' "' .: n -, , .... ·~ ;:1 ~---·. 'i'- pl .. r• •. tequi.~.nit;--;n s ._;, ':::,e1op1.1g o.1t.ern,.,_\,1\J,..; 1 .;.ar1;:;~ ::.o 
that the-· bond i s ~.; u e i s not he I d u p a J n· a u s ·2 u rr . 

Mr. Wilso11 said he· d d n<it thirik this was a simple 
"ropos·;i,l:-1n hpc.::.' 1 ~-:r1 .r- i}Jc., ¢1i:;q !;Qi) r10lf course F ~ ' - ' ... ..., ... v. v _, ·~ ' '"'. '· "~ '"' '· ~ - ' ~ _, 

1. S a' r 0-. 1- ~ ·1 ~ 11 ri b 1 0 .... 1 · ... :-. '~ ; .. - I ::i"' ,.. ·- -· P s ,. h ... ad a S " n , l"' / C (_, Q \.l ' j l \, ~. p (t f 1\ ';:_, '{ f._ J. f.;'. j)) _, - ·:! 11 (.. '-' '-• ct 

alterDative, it would then mean picking up 8 to 
10 separate par·cels, e~ch of \tt1ich has to be 
written up in appraisal form three tim0s. 

Councilman De St. Croix said that he trusted Mr. 
Wilson~s judgement, as chie~ park adrninistrator of 
the City 1 to be able to de~Ermine the park and 
recreation needs of the communi He said he 
trusted Mr. Wi1son 1 s judgen1ent in being able to 
10ok at the block a~1d neighborhood p~rk needs of 
t_he commun·it_y and hrj-l ng able to __ beq·1 n to give us 
~cn12 kind of indicator as to where we :night begin 
to look for those kinds cf pro-perties and where 
you would recommend that we would have them, and 
aerhaps have two alternatives should the Council 
3.nd th2 Patks Department not agrer:: on every point. 

Mr. Wilson said that ··he has gone over this question 
of location of neighborhood parks with the planner 
who prepared the parks master plan. 

Councilman De St. Croix suggested th!t one of the 
first places to look woLlld De the older areas of 
·the City.} and those ate~s of the City_ where the 
likelihood of picking up property will be lessened 
in the future, as development expands. 
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ii'ir. Wilson said he has rnet \·J~til t:hr~: Ed~t-C0ntr1 al .. 
Neighborhood Association severo1 tin1es and has 
gotten recon1n~endations from th21r1. He said the 
east side is also critical. 

In response to a question from Cou11cf m}n De. 
St. Croix, Mr. Wilson said that s, n the 
interim while this particular issue an the band 
issue is being resolved, that the Co11ncil can 
expect that the Parks Department will not begi11 
developing as firm as possible plans fur black 
parks and neighborhood parks so that the Council can 
move as rapidly as possible on t~e bond iss1Je. 

Cruncilwomdn Zietlow said that sl1e thouoht the intent 
of the resolution was being carried out-by the 
discussion at this meeting. 

Councilman Towell moved 
be tabled indefinitely. 
the motion. The motion 
voice 1;ote, 

that resol~tio~ No. 72-51 
Councilrn~n Bel-1e11 seconded 

was carri~d by a unanimous 

The me"ti:1g was adjourned at 10:05 pm, E .. S,T. 
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RESOLUTION. ' 72··51 

RESOLUTION THE PROPOSED 
PAlZl( BCJl\JD 'IS.31JE 

WHEREAS, on April 6, 19/2, the Department of Parks and 
Recreation and the Board of .Parks and Recreation addressed the 
Cormnon Council and asked thei J: recrn:mnendation regarding a certain 
Proposed Park Bond Issue; and 

WHEREAS, the Common Ccunei 1 in said me<ctin:; did consider 
the Proposed Park Bond Issue and recommend to the Park Board 
that they proceed co ci.rculate petitions preparatory to the 
Proposed Park Bond Issue; and 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has subsequently studied 
the Proposed Park Bond Issue and having found it unsatisfactory 
in various aspects; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Common Council cf 
Bloomington withdraws its re.;~mrrmeridation to the P1u:k Board to 
circulate petitions preparatory to the Proposed Park Bond Issue 
a11d e:xi)resses its dissatisfa.ct:'Lon v1itlt the I"ark Bond )~sst1e a.s 
it. is prese11tly proposed.. 'I'he (~<)rt1rnon Cou:Icil expresses its 
inte11tion to not grant approval to the Pa::k Bond Issue as pre
sently proposed and recorri.Inertcls to t}1e Dep.:1.rt1ne'.n.t of J?a=cl<.s 2J:1"l 

Recreation and the Board of PHrks and Recreation that sa.id Pro .. 
posed Park Bond Issue be reformula.t:ed in compliance with Ccuncil 1 

;; 

recommendations. 

Adopted: 
Charlotte T. Zietlow, 
Council President 

"''~.~~~~· 


