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RI~L~liI;.tffi l\Jl:~J~TINC-i-

Jt112e 16, 1955? 

'.11IIJS CO~·:~fa:[Ol~ COU?TCIL OF TI-IE DITY OJ? B1~00IiIING-~rOI'f' Il~]Jii'.tlli\, lnet in ·the 
Gonncil Chambe:rs in City Ha.11, on Tuesday, June 16, 1959, at the 
hour of seven-thi?ty o'cloc'.{ (7:30 P.M. D.B.'r.) in regular session. 

Members present: CraNes, Chitwood, Griffith, Sikes, and 
Va,11 i/Ieter . ., 

lilembe1?s abse11t: i'vliller and Peace. 

The meet:i.,ng was opened wi'th a prayer by Councilman G:r.:i,ves. 

In the absence of M:a,yor Thos. L. Lemon the meeting we,s opened by 
the Clerk-Trea.su:re:r. Upon motion by Connel Iman Graves, seconded by 
Counci Iman Siices, Commi lma,n Chi ·twood was elected Chairman for the 
mee·ting; motio11 unitn:irgo·usljr carriede 
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Councilman Sikes moved, seconded by Connel Iman Griffith th<,t the minutes 
of the las·t regular meet:l.ng of ,Tune 2, 1959 be approved as su1i:m1itted 
to each individuc,1 councilma,n; motion unanimously carried. 

Councilman Sikes" presented ():rrlinance No. 11, 1959 for first :reading by 
the Clerk-Treasurer, 

Tuir, Philip Smith and ~tr. D~le M:cAda.ms representing the Opthnist Clul:J 
reported on the develo~nment of Leonard Springs Camping Area. Gounci lman 
Sikes moved, second.ed by .Councilma.n Gr;;wes that the lea,se between the 
Optimist Club of Bloomington and the Board of Public Work:s e~nd Safety 
for the Ci t~r of Bloo~nington be a"pp:rovect; motion unanimm:rnly carriecl. 

Attorney K~ J'.:dwin Applegi:tte petitioned the Council not to oppose ·t;he 
suit in Circuit Court to vacate the strip of ground between the 
~oncrete si~rle1valTc anrl _t11e builcltng locatecl on_ the east sicle of "\Yashing·"to11 
0treet lJetween Sixth and Seventh north of the alley. Councilman 
Graves moved, seconqed by Councilman Van Heter that the City Attorney 
be instructed not ot oppose the suit in Circuit 0onrt ancl to file a,n 
<-inswer; motion una.nimously carried. 

A petition for- street I ights was read hy ·the Clerk-'frcf,su:rer for the 
corner of Davis ancl Dunn Streets a,ncl Davis and Henderson Streets, 
Councilman Van Meter moved, secomled by Councilman Silrns that this 
peti timi be refer1·ed. to the ci:roner committee for study and :reno rt hack 
.to the Council at their next. :regula.:r meeting; i:rntion unanimously carried .• 

A petition from Robert Metcalf, 1007 South Vfoshington Street, to cut 
the curb was read by the Clerk-Treasurer. Councilma.11 Sikes moved, 
seconded by Councilman Van l•ieter that this petition he approved and 
the work be done under the supervi.sion of the City }~ngineer; mot Ion 
una.nimously ca,rried. 

The following Committee Report was received: 

C01i1vlI T1'EE REI-'t)RT 
TO 

l\Li\.YOR THOI1Ll1S L. LID}101{ 

Your Committee was :i.nstructed to inquire into the feasibility of fm 
ordii;1ance to regulate or direct the loce,tion pf taverns within the 
City. We submit the followtng report. 

In the sta·tute kno1111 •~s the Mun:i.cip1Ll Corporations Act of 1905, section 
53, clause 40 wa,s this provision relative to the powers of the Common 
(Jounci I of Ci ti.cs. 

"To license, tax, regulate and rest:rain a,ll shops, inns, taverns, 
or other pl<wes where intoxicating liquors are kept for sale, to he used 
upon the premises; P"nd in regulattng, restreAning ancl licensingclsucb. 
inns, taverns, shops or places aforesa,:id., such Common Council shall 
l1ave the poi.ver to c1.esigna_:te -t11e roon1, 'brt:i Ilf..ling; 01· str·~1cture 1Yhere suc11 
1 iquors ma,y he sold.,." 

'fhe Su:oreme Court of Indiana has held in const1·uing this stB,tute that 
cities-had "Power to :regulate the manner of keeping places where 
intoxicating liquors were sold to prohibit i;he loca.tion of liquor 
saloons in ·che resl.rlence plllrtions of' cities, to require a license for 
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the sale of 1.ntoxicating liquors within thel:r corporate limits, and 
to exercise maJIY:othe:r powers :i.n controlling; ta.verns and saloons." 

The .Liquor Control· Act of 1935, ·however, greatly centralized the control 
of the manufacture, distribution and sale of intoxicating beverages. 
This Act,. through the vesting of authority in other state and 1oc:"ll 
a.gencies, through ~• general :repealer clause of laws in conflict with 
its provisions, 3on<i th:rogh ·the specific :repea,l of clause 40, sect:lon 53, 
of the cipal Cor.porati·ons Act of 1905 seems to have stripped the 
Common Councils of Cities of autho:rlty formerly "tested in them to control tho 
location of taverns within ttnd in the environs of such cities. 

Your Committee is in symos,thy with the ·sentiment often exp1~essed by 
the Mayor that the state does not vest sufficient }:rowers in cities to 
a,l low them to exercise more local self government, b1rt unless there 
are statutory chant~es with which we are not familie,r we feel rM:iy ordinance 
pa,ssed by this C.ouncil to control the loca.tion of taverns would he a 
complete nullity. 

The members of the Committee severally deplore the continued 
centralization of powers logically belonging to cities. bel:i.eve the 
time has come for e, reversal o:f· this trend!.. In the finBol am),lysis we 
thin'<= the 1Jeople in cities >t:re hest able to decide ·wha.t will best n:romote 
thei:r welf~:re-. would like to see Y:lloomi:iJ.gton, the first city in the· 
state to be e.warried All-America City honors, take the lead in resto:icing 
lom•"l self -government to the cities of the state. Over th:ree-:fourths 
of the people of the state are city :residents. 'fheir welfare should be 
the concern of the leaders of the entire sta:te. 

·th the approve"l of tlle Common Council we would like to ha,ve conies of 
this repor·t- mailed to the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor,, the 
Speaker of the House o:f ltepresentati ves, o:f t11e State of Indiana, 
and the Executive Secretary of the IncUana ~ilunicipa.l League, 

S/ l)ressly S. SiI{eS ,: Ch,ai.rman 

Councilman Sikes moved, secoii.ded by -Councilman Graves the adoption of this 
report o:f the Coml.'lon Council 0 f.foon a roll call vote the motion was 
unanimously carried. 

'I'l:te following committee repo:rt w<ts :received cand pl0,ced on :file,; 

CO?JlifI 11.1rl1E}~ RE1?01tT~ 

The Common Council o:f the City of Bloom:imgton ha,s been requesi/ed to give 
consicleration to the enactment o:f an orclinance to forbid the operation 
o:f pmver lawn mowers during church hours on Sunds,y. Thts ma·tte:r was 
referred to the Ordinance Committee. 'I'he committee has given the subject 
earnest considenttion :3,nd submits the following reirn:rt: 

In the :first place the Com.mt ttee would like to sa.y tha·t the lifo,yor and 
Council app:recisote t11e fact that the people of the City :feel free a,t any 
time to contact or petition i;hei.:r City gove1·mnent rega:r1ling 1u1y grievance 
whether or not it is one appropriate for government action. 

Being <i,ctive churchmen ourselfes the members of the Conmtttee deplore any 
disturbance o:f worship services by extnmeons noises whether they be by 
power mowers, locomotive whistles, motorcycle and automobile motors and. 
exiiausts, hammers, saws, or othei~ necessary or unneeessary tools ancl devises 
that <He so much a part of our modern urban life. 

As lovers of that liberty and freedom which we Americans cher1sh, however, 
we believe the heavy hancl o:f goven1ment should move with extreme caution 
into the prenises of private citizens. 

The memlJers of the Committee have suc:1 a, deep and ab idtng f<d th in our 
fellowmen that we believe the great majority of the homeowners in this 
AlHM.me:rica City are and woikld be willing to discontinue any noises 
disturbing to people worshipping in a house o:f full if apprisecl o:f the 
fact and if as.keel to do so. 

'flle:re is, in our opinion, in addi·tion to the possible impropriety of an 
ordinance regulating a signle Idml. of no:i.se on private property, a serious 
question as to the City's power ·to enact such an ordinance. 
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Fo:r the :rea,sons stated, tlie:refo:re, we are not :recommending the 
};>re11aratio11 of' - an ordint7't11ce3 

I P n ~ ·1-- S • b., :;,1 s...es, Chc~irman 

1 

The monthly report of the Street De1m:rtment fo:r ·the month of 11Iay, 1959 
was :reci!i ,ved and pla,ced 011 file$ 

Councilman Griffith mominated Hr. Frank Southern for re-anuointment 
on the Metropolitan School Board. There being no further-·nomhmtions, 
upon a :roll call vote Hr. Southern was unanimously elected. 

Councilman Van :Meter moved, seconded by Councilman. Griffith th1'1t the 
clcioims presented for payn1e1rt June 17, 1959 be 2,llowed as sub mi ttecl; 
motion unanimously carried. 

Meeting_ adjo11.rned. 
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