
Resolution on Housing First 

 

Summary: This resolution declares housing stability as a human right and calls for a sustainably 

designed comprehensive housing first program to ensure a permanent end to housing instability. 

Whereas the City of Bloomington Commission on Sustainability (BCOS) promotes economic 

development, environmental health, and social equity in our community for present and 

future generations;  

Noting the unsustainable nature of the negative socio-economic externality wherein the main 

beneficiaries of Bloomington’s rising costs of housing are the biggest owners of real estate, 

while unhoused, non-property owning residents pay the largest costs with their dignity, 

health and safety;  

Alarmed by reports of exclusion of city residents from available housing services due to behaviors 

associated with disabilities, as well as the high likelihood of unhoused people to have one 

or more disabilities [1], while re-affirming our municipal code on non-discrimination in the 

provision of housing services due to disability status; [2] 

Emphasizing that “housing first” approaches that include a permanent, supportive housing 

program that provides housing stability to all unhoused citizens may save cities as much as 

$23,000 per successful program participant through the cost savings from emergency 

services, like police, EMS and medical services; [3] 

Welcoming the City of Bloomington’s efforts to minimize the size of the unhoused population by 

increasing the supply of affordable housing, while acknowledging that these efforts should 

not be expected to meet the housing needs of every resident of our city;  

Affirming the human solidarity and goodwill shown by local private, nonprofit and religious 

organizations to help house residents through existing housing programs, while recognizing 

that in spite of decades of these efforts, our city continues to have residents who lack 

housing stability, including many who are reportedly disabled; 

Declaring that the mental trauma, physical challenges, and health and safety risks experienced by 

residents who lack stable housing is at odds with the social equity, environmental health 

and economic development of our entire community; [4] and 

Believing that a comprehensive “housing first” policy approach has proven to be an economically 

sensible, environmentally sustainable and socially equitable policy solution to ending 

housing instability in other US cities; [5] 

now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the Commission on Sustainability:  

1. Urges the Bloomington Common Council, working in collaboration with the Mayor of 

Bloomington, to adopt housing stability as a right in its municipal code;  



2. Urges the Mayor of Bloomington, working in collaboration with the Bloomington Common 

Council, to conduct a feasibility study and subsequently develop a housing first plan by 

December 25, 2021 to ensure housing stability to all residents;  

3. Further urges the Mayor of Bloomington, working in collaboration with the Bloomington 

Common Council, to work with all stakeholders to identify and address existing gaps and 

barriers to achieving housing stability for all residents; and 

4. Lastly, to support the long-term success of the housing first program, urges the Mayor of 

Bloomington, working in collaboration with the Bloomington Common Council, to identify 

and consider all public and private sources of funds, especially any major contributing 

agents to and/or beneficiaries of the rising housing costs in our city. 

Submitted by: Nejla Routsong, Member, Commission on Sustainability 

Endorsements: Indiana Recovery Alliance, Bloomington Homeless Coalition, Neighbors United 

Passed: BCOS Public Meeting on February 9, 2021 with 7 YES votes, 0 NO votes 

Supporting Members: Anna Abernathy, Jerrett Alexander, Matt Flaherty, Samantha Ginther, Nolan 

Hendon, Jana McGee, Nejla Routsong 
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