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NEIGHBORHOOD 

DEVELOPMENT

Building Community through 

Neighborhood Grants



What Grants are 

Available for my 

Neighborhood?

The Housing and Neighborhood Development 
Department (HAND) is proud to offer three 
types of grants for Neighborhoods. 

The largest grant is the Neighborhood 
Improvement Grant. This grant program is 
very popular because it allows neighborhood 
groups to apply for funding for non-traditional 
projects in their neighborhoods. These 
projects must be larger than $2,000 and 
requires a match component. 

The last grant option is the Neighborhood 
Cleanup Grant, which allows neighborhoods 
who have demonstrated the need and ability 
to conduct a successful clean-up, are 
awarded a HAND sponsored Neighborhood 
Cleanup. 

The second grant option is the Small and 
Simple Grant, which does not require a 
match component. The maximum amount that 
can be requested annually is $500. 

https://bloomington.in.gov/neighborhoods/grants

Informational Meeting
Letter of Intent
Technical Assistance 
Meeting
Submit Application
Neighborhood 
Presentations

Write a one page 
narrative and budget 
sheet
Submit Application
Accepted year-round
Can only receive 
grant once per year

Choose a weekend 
that works for the 
neighborhood
Gather reliable 
volunteers 
Submit Application 
by due date 

What is the process 

for a Neighborhood 

Improvement Grant?

What is the process 

for a Small and 

Simple Grants?

What is the process 

for a Neighborhood 

Cleanup Grant?

https://bloomington.in.gov/departments/hand/neighborhood-grant
https://bloomington.in.gov/neighborhoods/grants/clean-ups
https://bloomington.in.gov/neighborhoods/grants/small-and-simple
https://bloomington.in.gov/neighborhoods/grants
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Contact Vickie Provine 
to see the costs and 
allocations of past 
grants, apply for a 
current grant, or 
assistance with the 
application process. 

Vickie Provine 

Email: provinev@ 

bloomington.in.gov 

Phone: 

812-349-3420 

Helpful Sites 

2   

This guide is primarily 
for neighborhood 
residents to explore and 
plan the materials, 
events, and projects for 
their community. 

Many of the examples 
are past recipients of 
HAND grants. We have 
divided the types of 
projects a neighborhood 
might attempt into three 
areas: organizational, 
events, and capital 
improvements. Document created by 

Quintin Thompson 2018 

https://bloomington.in.gov/neighborhoods/grants/clean-ups
https://bloomington.in.gov/neighborhoods/grants/clean-ups
https://bloomington.in.gov/neighborhoods/grants/clean-ups
https://bloomington.in.gov/neighborhoods/grants/clean-ups




Organizational

4   



Outreach 

Materials

Neighborhoods build 
community through 
meetings, activities and 
projects.  Grant funds 
can help make it 
happen! 

Examples: 
Pamphlets/Brochures
Newsletters
Information Kiosk
Welcome to the 
Neighborhood Kits

5  



Community 

Knowledge

Examples: 

Door-to-door survey
Neighborhood Directory
Historic District 
Information/History 
Guide

Neighborhoods are built 
on knowledge of their 
history and each other. 
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Events
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Social Events

Social events are often low cost and 
can be funded by dues, donations, 
and grants. 

Examples: 
Block Party
Outdoor Movie Night
Barbecue/Potluck/Sports Viewing Party 

9  



Recreational 

Events

In the summer, outdoor 
activities are a healthy 
way to bring together 
neighbors and their 
children. 

Field Day
Water Balloon Fight
Kickball Tournament 

Examples: 
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Informational 

Events

Strong neighborhoods 
are aware of safety 
concerns and are able to 
exchange information. A 
good way to meet this 
need is by planning an 
event. 

Neighbor Watch 
Organizing/Information 
National Night Out
Volunteer Fair
Proposed Development 
Neighborhood 
Emergency Planning 

Examples: 
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Cultural 

Events 

Placemaking is 
important for building a  
community. Celebrating 
what makes neighbors 
different and alike draws 
people together. 

Earth Day
Specific National or 
Ethnic Celebration
Historical education of 
people or communities
Holiday Celebration
Independence Day 
Friendsgiving  

Examples: 



Arts and Crafts 

Events 

Fun for the whole family, 
arts can improve the 
aesthetic of the 
community. You might 
discover your neighbors' 
hidden talent!  

Neighborhood Sculpture
Holiday String-light 
Show
Science Experiments
Creating Holiday 
Decorations
 Back to School Bash
Rain Barrel Painting

Examples: 
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Capital Projects
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Shed/Buildings

Large projects usually require 
matching funds, planning and time! 
Expensive projects like these are 
often under Neighborhood 
Improvement Grants and 
require close work with HAND staff. 

Green Houses
Shelters
Outdoor Stage

Examples: 
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Signs/Toppers 

By far, the most 
common grant request 
from neighborhoods are 
for signs. Signs are a 
simple and relatively 
cheap way for 
neighborhoods to give  
recognition and 
designate the 
boundaries. 

Street Signs
Sign Toppers
Historic Signs 

Examples: 
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Landscaping

The natural environment 
can improve the 
happiness and health of 
friends and neighbors. 

Median Tree Planting
Rain Garden
Barrier Vegetation
Butterfly habitat
Community Garden

Examples: 
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Public Goods/ 

Improvements

Neighbors want to make 
the space they live 
better. Large or small 
projects, the key with 
Public Goods/ 
Improvements is to get 
plenty of community 
input and volunteers. 

Dog Litter Bag 
Dispenser
Free Tiny Library
Landmarks/sculptures
Raingardens
Brick/Historic Sidewalks
Lighting improvements
Benches/Picnic Tables
Information Kiosk
Bridges
Play Ground Equipment

Examples: 
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Resources for Neighborhood 
Associations: 

HAND staff, Neighborhood 
Tool Kit and Neighborhood 
Organizational Guide 

The Basic Block Party

Other Useful 

Information 

For help with organizing an 
event: 

Council of Neighborhood 

Associations (CONA) - 

Bloomington

For ways to reduce cost: 

Get volunteers and do it 
yourself!

Learn more about the City: 

Citizen's Academy

Nextdoor: Social Media

Community Tool Box  - 
The University of Kansas

Project for Public Spaces

Neighborhood Life

National Night Out

https://bloomington.in.gov/neighborhoods
http://www.instructables.com/id/The-Basic-Block-Party/
http://cosmos.surrey.ca/external/tools/communityprojects/
http://cona.bloomington.in.us/
https://bloomington.in.gov/citizens-academy
https://nextdoor.com/
https://ctb.ku.edu/en
https://www.pps.org/
https://neighborhoodlife.net/
https://natw.org/

