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A Gentle Introduction to Local Government 
to the Bloomington Residents’ Academy Class of 2024

Welcome, Residents



James Howard Kunstler  |  “How Bad Architecture Wrecked Cities/The Ghastly Tragedy of the Suburbs” (TED talk)  |  February 2004

“Please, please stop referring to yourselves as ‘consumers.’ Okay? 
Consumers are different than citizens.  

Consumers do not have obligations, responsibilities  
and duties to their fellow human beings.”
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Thank You  
And Good Luck
And Pay Attention
And Ask Good Questions



• Explainer podcast about local 
government 

• Interviews with:  
• Elected officials 
• Appointed officials 
• Board and commission members 
• Leaders of nonprofits 
• And then some 

• About 35 minutes 
• New episodes every  

Monday-Wednesday-Friday 
•
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