Griffy Lake Nature Preserve

Griffy Lake Nature Preserve is home to several rare
plant species and is considered one of the best
remaining examples of mature upland forest in this
area. Due to these unusual and fragile characteristics,
as well as the scientific value of the land, this area is
managed for preservation and protection.

To help protect the unique features and qualities

of this natural area, some activities are prohibited,
including horseback riding, mountain biking, off-road
vehicles, dumping, military excursions, camping,
campfires, and swimming.

The surface of the lake often freezes in winter with
varying ice conditions that can be hazardous. The City
of Bloomington assumes no responsibility for accidents
resulting from individuals venturing onto the ice.
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Griffy Lake

btownparks a BloomingtonParks

City of Bloomington, IN - Find us on
Parks and Recreation OuterSpatial.

JO0f Use your
smartphone’s
QR reader to
access our Web site.
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History

Bloomington Water Company originated in 1923 with
the intent to build a dam on Griffy Creek to ease
periodic water shortages caused by leaking reservoirs
on the west side of Bloomington. The dam was
constructed in 1924 and with it, Griffy Lake was born.
By 1934, the City of Bloomington acquired ownership
of the water treatment plant located adjacent to Griffy
Lake and much of the surrounding property.

In 1995, the Griffy Lake Water Treatment Plant was
decommissioned; however, Griffy Lake remains as a
back-up water supply to the City of Bloomington.

The Nature Preserve was formed from more than 45
property acquisitions which occurred between 1922
and 2019. In total, the Griffy Lake Nature Preserve
covers 1,220 acres including the 109-acre Griffy Lake.
The southwest portion of the property was designated
a state nature preserve by the Indiana Department of
Natural Resources in 1991.
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Hiking Trails

There are several hiking trails, ranging in difficulty
from easy to rugged, at Griffy Lake Nature Preserve.
Please respect the fragile environment of Griffy by
remaining on marked trails. Dogs and other pets
must remain on a leash at all times while in the
Nature Preserve. Mountain biking, horseback riding,
and off-road vehicles are strictly prohibited.

Hiking boosts mental health by reducing stress and
anxiety while enhancing mood. Physically, it improves
cardiovascular fitness and strengthens muscles,
promoting overall well-being. All trails are natural (dirt)
unless otherwise indicated.

Nature Trail—0.5 mile

This self-guided trail begins across the road north of the
boathouse. It is a loop trail with moderate slopes and a
natural surface.

Hiking Trail—1.7 miles

This loop trail starts and ends with steep slopes;
however, most of the trail is on a relatively flat ridgetop.
Views along the trail include valleys, upland forest, and
occasional glimpses of the lake. Access this trail across
the park entrance road from the boathouse, or at the
east end of the boathouse parking lot.
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Hiking Trails - all are natural (dirt) surface trails unless otherwise indicated
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